
 PSA Project Sheet 

    Public Service Announcements (PSAs) provide information with a lasting impression to the 
public in a unique way.  PSAs show a specific view of many issues that happen throughout the 
U.S or the world, and they create “Public Awareness” about a particular issue.  Some of the 
issues that are currently in PSAs bring up controversial topics in society, but the makers of PSAs 
have techniques to have the audience take a side on a particular issue.  Although there are many 
forms of PSAs, printed PSAs still seem to be the most noticeable.  Printed PSAs appear in many 
magazines, newspapers, billboards, and hallways of schools.  In printed PSAs, there are vivid 
images and shocking facts to capture attention from a viewer.  PSAs are notorious for creating 
emotional content and creative visuals. You will be creating your own PSA for a topic you feel 
strongly about. You can find some good examples of PSAs at https://www.psacentral.org/home. 

 
Step 1: Choosing Your Topic 

 
1. Choose an issue that is important to you and that you can relate towards. Here is a list 

of possible topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. List possible topics that relate to your issue. For example, if your issue is pollution some 

topics might be recycling, water pollution, or planting and maintaining more trees. Pick the 
topic that most interests you. 

 
Step 2: Research 

 
3. Research your topic using the Internet and other sources such as newspapers, 

magazines, books, and nonprofit organizations.  

• Consult a wide variety of sources in your research to get a good sense of all 
perspectives surrounding your topic. 

• Look for the facts, statistics, and pictures.  It is important to gather as much useful 
information as possible. 

• Remember that information online is not always reliable, so make sure to 
confirm any facts you find in at least 3 resources. You will be turning in your 
research notes with the PSA. 

• Make sure you are keeping track of your resources; you will have to create a works 
cited page. 

 

 

 

School Lunch (Nutrition)  Secondhand Smoke World Hunger  Refugee Issues 

Steroid Use in Sports  Saving Trees   Water Conservation  Prison Reform 

Use of Plastic Grocery Bags Drinking and Driving Child Labor  Child Soldiers 

Spaying and Neutering of Pets Littering  Human Trafficking Seat Belt Safety 

Pirated Music/Movies   Fan Rage  Gun Safety  Homelessness/Poverty 

Mental Health Awareness First Aid Training Organ Donors  Texting and Driving 

Pollution   Animal Rights  Literacy   Women’s Rights  



 

4. As you research, answer these questions in your research notes: 

• What did you find in your research that surprised you? 
• How is this information different from your beliefs?  
• How are the facts different from what you expected?  

• What do you think causes this problem? 
• Do you have facts to back up this explanation? 
• What would you do if you were in charge of a national campaign to fix this problem? 
• What are some other solutions to the problem? 
• Who is your target audience? Do you need (or want) to reach everyone, or is your 

message most important to a certain audience based on age, gender, or other 
demographics?  

 
Step 3: Planning Your Own PSA 

 
5. Remember, PSAs are intended to grab the attention of the audience. Consider the 

following: 

• What type of words should be on your PSA to convey your message or goal? Think of a 
catchphrase or slogan. 

• What persuasive techniques are you going to employ to convey your message? You 
must use at least 2 persuasive techniques we have discussed. 

• How will you convince people to listen to your message? 

• What are your facts? How will you share these facts? 
• What type of PSA have you made?  Does it appeal to ethos, logos, or pathos? 
• Does the PSA have people look at the issue and take a stance?     

       
Step 4: Creating Your PSA 

 
6. Now that you have all the research and planning done, it is time to create your print PSA. 

Your PSA MUST include the following: 
• On the front 

� An original image  
� Slogan/catchphrase 
� Use at least 2 persuasive techniques 
� A website/phone number for a real organization supporting your cause 

 
• Attached to the PSA 

� A typed works cited page in MLA format (Times New Roman, 12-point 
font, double-spaced, 1” margins, alphabetical order) 

� A paragraph explaining the persuasive techniques you used and how 
each was intended to affect your target audience.  
 

• You will be turning in your research notes with your project! 

 
 

 


